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Special Town Meeting May 28, 2025 – 7:30 pm 

 

First Selectperson Rudy Marconi called the meeting to order and asked the audience to stand and recite the Pledge 

of Allegiance, after which he requested a motion to appoint a Moderator. Selectperson Barbara Manners moved 

and Selectperson Chris Murray seconded the motion to appoint Steve Zemo, 39 Catoonah Street, as 

Moderator for the Special Town Meeting. The “Aye” votes were unanimous and Steve Zemo was appointed 

Moderator. 

 

Moderator Steve Zemo requested a motion to appoint a Secretary. Selectperson Barbara Manners moved and 

Selectperson Chris Murray seconded the motion to appoint Wendy Gannon Lionetti, Town Clerk, Secretary.  

The “Aye” votes were unanimous and Wendy Gannon Lionetti was appointed Secretary. 

 

According to the Town Clerk’s unofficial head count, there were 3 people in attendance (in addition to the BOS 

members, the Moderator, and the Secretary) at the Special Town Meeting. 

 

Moderator Steve Zemo read the legal notice of the meeting that appears on page 118 of the Volume 20 STM 

minutes book. 
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Selectperson Sean Connelly moved and Selectperson Barbara Manners seconded the motion to waive the 

reading of the full resolution.  Motion carried unanimously.  The full resolution appears below. 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $200,000 FOR THE COSTS RELATED TO THE ACQUISITION AND 

INSTALLATION OF A RADIO COMMUNICATION DISPATCH CONSOLE SYSTEM; AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $200,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID 

APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE 

 

RESOLVED: 

Section 1.  That the sum of $200,000 is hereby appropriated by the Town of Ridgefield, Connecticut (the “Town”) for 

the costs related to the acquisition and installation of a radio communication dispatch console (the “Project”). The 

appropriation may be spent for design and consultant fees, acquisition of equipment and related materials, removal 

and disposal of prior system, installation costs, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and 

other expenses related to the Project. The amount of the bonds authorized to be issued shall be reduced by the 

amount of grants or other funds, if any, received by the Town for the Project and not separately appropriated to pay 

additional costs of the Project. 

Section 2.  That the Town issue bonds in an amount not to exceed $200,000 to finance the appropriation for the 

Project, provided such bonds shall be issued maturing not later than the maximum maturity permitted by the 

General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended (the “General Statutes”).  Said bonds may be issued 

in one or more series as determined by the First Selectperson, in consultation with the Board of Selectpersons and 

the Board of Finance, in the amount necessary to meet the Town’s share of the cost of the Project determined after 

considering the estimated amount of any Federal and State grants-in-aid for the Project, or the actual amount 

thereof if ascertainable, and the anticipated times of the receipt of the proceeds thereof, provided that the total 

amount of bonds to be issued shall not be less than an amount which will provide funds sufficient with other funds 

available for such purpose to pay the principal of and the interest on all temporary borrowings in anticipation of the 

receipt of the proceeds of said bonds outstanding at the time of the issuance thereof, and to pay for the 

administrative, financing, legal and other costs of issuance of such bonds.  The bonds shall be in the denomination 

of $5,000 or a whole multiple thereof, be issued on fully registered form, be executed in the name and on behalf of 

the Town by the facsimile or manual signature of the First Selectperson, bear the Town seal or a facsimile thereof, 

be certified by a bank or trust company, which bank or trust company may be designated the registrar and transfer 

agent, be payable at a bank or trust company, and be approved as to their legality by Pullman & Comley, LLC.  The 

bonds shall be general obligations of the Town and each of the bonds shall recite that every requirement of law 

relating to its issuance has been duly complied with, that such bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed 

by law, and that the full faith and credit of the Town are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the 

interest thereon.  The aggregate principal amount of the bonds of each series to be issued, the annual installments 

of principal, redemption provisions, if any, the certifying agent, registrar, transfer agent and paying agent, the date, 

time of issue and sale and other terms, the details and particulars of such bonds, including the approval of the rate 

or rates of interest, shall be determined by the First Selectperson in the best interest of the Town and in accordance 

with the General Statutes.  The amount of the bonds issued shall be reduced by the amount of grants or other 

funds, if any, received by the Town for the Project and not separately appropriated to pay additional costs of the 

Project. 

Section 3.  That the bonds of each series shall be sold by the First Selectperson, in consultation with the Board of 

Selectpersons and the Board of Finance, in a competitive offering or by negotiation, in his or her discretion.  If sold 

in a competitive offering, the bonds shall be sold at not less than par and accrued interest on the basis of the lowest 

net or true interest cost to the Town.  A notice of sale or a summary thereof describing the bonds and setting forth 

the terms and conditions of the sale shall be published in advance of the sale in a recognized publication carrying 

municipal bond notices and devoted primarily to financial news and the subject of state and municipal bonds.  If the 

bonds are sold by negotiation, the purchase agreement shall be approved and signed by the First Selectperson. 

Section 4.  That the First Selectperson is authorized to make temporary borrowings in anticipation of the receipt of 

the proceeds of said bonds.  Notes evidencing such borrowings shall be executed in the name and on behalf of the 

Town by the facsimile or manual signature of the First Selectperson, bear the Town seal or a facsimile thereof, be 

payable at a bank or trust company designated by the First Selectperson, be approved as to their legality by 

Pullman & Comley, LLC, and be certified by a bank or trust company designated by the First Selectperson pursuant 

to Section 7-373 of the General Statutes.  The notes shall be issued with maturity dates which comply with the 
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provisions of the General Statutes governing the issuance of such notes.  The notes shall be general obligations of 

the Town and each of the notes shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issuance has been duly 

complied with, that such note is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and 

credit of the Town are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon.  The net interest 

cost on such notes, including renewals thereof, and the expense of preparing, issuing and marketing them, to the 

extent paid from proceeds of such renewals or said bonds, may be included as a cost of the Project.  Upon the sale 

of the bonds, the proceeds thereof, to the extent required, shall be applied forthwith to the payment of the 

principal of and the interest on any such notes then outstanding or shall be deposited with a bank or trust company 

in trust for such purpose.  The amount of the notes issued shall be reduced by the amount of grants or other funds, 

if any, received by the Town for the Project and not separately appropriated to pay additional costs of the Project. 

Section 5.  That the Town hereby declares its official intent under Federal Income Tax Regulations Section 1.150-2 

that costs for the Project may be paid from temporary advances of available funds and that the Town reasonably 

expects to reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount not in 

excess of the amount of borrowing authorized above for the Project.  The First Selectperson is authorized to amend 

such declaration of official intent as he or she may deem necessary or advisable and to bind the Town pursuant to 

such representations and covenants as he or she may deem necessary or advisable in order to maintain the 

continued exemption from federal income taxation of interest on the bonds, notes or temporary notes authorized 

by this resolution, if issued on a tax-exempt basis, including covenants to pay rebates of investment earnings to the 

United States in future years. 

Section 6.  That the First Selectperson is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town, to make representations and 

enter into written agreements for the benefit of holders of the aforesaid bonds, notes or temporary notes to 

provide secondary market disclosure information, which agreements may include such terms as they deem 

advisable or appropriate in order to comply with applicable laws or rules pertaining to the sale or purchase of such 

bonds, notes or temporary notes. 

Section 7.  That the First Selectperson is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town, to enter into any other 

agreements, instruments, documents and certificates, including tax and investment agreements, for the 

consummation of the transactions contemplated by this resolution. 

Section 8.  That the First Selectperson, Town Treasurer, Controller, and other proper officers and officials of the 

Town are authorized to take all other action which is necessary or desirable to complete the Project and to issue 

bonds, notes or temporary notes and obtain other funding to finance the aforesaid appropriation, including but not 

limited to applying for and accepting grants and funds that may be available for the Project. 

 

The Moderator asked for a motion to approve the matter.  Selectperson Barbara Manners moved and 

Selectperson Sean Connelly seconded the motion to approve the resolution appropriating $200,000 for costs 

related to the acquisition and installation of a radio communication dispatch console system. 

 

Comments from those in attendance: 

- Police Chief Jeff Kreitz stated this is an urgent request; we currently have no spare back-up as the existing 

equipment has experienced two failures recently.  This communication equipment serves the Police, Fire, Public 

Works, Parks and Recreation as well as emergency communication with the Ridgefield Public Schools. 

- Fire Chief Rommie Duckworth concurred; stating this is a vital communications network; all back-ups have been 

used. 

- Police Major Nick Fowler stated this equipment would have been part of the proposed public safety building. 

 

Moderator Steve Zemo called for a vote on the motion to approve the resolution—the motion carried 

unanimously and the proposed appropriation of $200,000 for costs related to the acquisition and 

installation of a radio communication dispatch console system was approved. 

 

First Selectperson Rudy Marconi moved and Selectperson Barbara Manners seconded the motion to adjourn 

the meeting at 7:42 pm. Motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Wendy Gannon Lionetti CCTC, Town Clerk 


